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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Nelson  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1949. 

The  Council  lost  the  services  of  Dr.  Read,  who 
left  on  the  17th  April,  and  the  writer  of  this  report 
arrived  on  the  22nd  June.  He  found  the  town  at  what, 
he  is  certain,  will  be  a  critical  period  in  its  history. 

The  war  years  had  interfered  with  the  normal 
visiting  trade,  and  the  necessary  neglect  of  repairs  to 
the  older  houses  on  the  East  Side  of  the  river  must 
have  sealed  the  fate  of  many  of  the  buildings. 

During  this  year  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  was  passed, 
and  its  provisions  for  rehabilitating  old  houses  should 
be  specially  welcome  to  this  Urban  District,  which  so 
much  desires  to  preserve  the  character  of  the  old  town. 

In  December,  Dr.  Greening,  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Hull,  offered  to  collect  samples  regularly 
from  this  area.  The  new  service  is  much  appreciated 
by  your  officials,  who  are  now  able  to  put  into  practice 
a  much  more  thorough  system  of  sampling  of  water, 
milk,  ice  cream  and  other  foods.  (It  will  be  noticed  in 
the  body  of  the  Report  that  no  sampling  of  ice  cream 
was  done  in  1949). 

In  considering  the  new  Milk  Legislation,  which 
came  into  force  in  October,  this  Medical  Officer  could 
find  nothing  to  prevent  Ungraded  and  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk  from  being  bottled  in  the  same  dairy;  yet 
it  seems  impossible  to  make  certain  that  mixing  cannot 
take  place,  and  in  Section  34  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  it  was  apparently  found  necessary  to  insist 
on  margarine  and  butter  factories  being  kept  separate. 

Drilling  for  valuable  minerals  is  in  operation  at 
several  sites  round  Whitby,  and  this  may  bring  some 
steady  employment  to  a  district  where  too  much  of  the 
work  is  seasonal.  A  site  for  light  industry,  which 
would  not  interfere  with  the  amenities  of  the  town, 
would  be  a  great  asset  if  such  a  site  could  be  found. 
If  there  were  a  greater  wealth  of  industry  there  might 
be  more  money  to  preserve  the  beautiful  red  roofs. 

Yours  obediently, 

B.  SCHROEDER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Grape  Lane, 

Whitby. 

July,  1950. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY,  1949. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


Population — Registrar-General’s  Estimate, 


mid- 1949  .  11,880 

Rateable  Value  .  £90,843 


Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate — £362. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

.  88 

92 

180 

Illegitimate 

.  4 

4 

8 

Totals  . 

.  92 

96 

188 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  . 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population, 

15.8 

England  and  Wales  .. 

Male. 

Female. 

16.7 

Total. 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

.  1 

3 

4 

Illegitimate 

.  0 

0 

0 

Totals  . 

.  1 

3 

4 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  0.34 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population, 

England  and  Wales  .  0.39 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year — 

Legitimate  .  2  3  5 

Illegitimate  .  0  0  0 

Totals  .  2  3  5 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live 
births  .  27 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live 

births,  England  and  Wales  .  32 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths  ... .  72  88  160 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  13.5 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population  .  11.2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population, 
England  and  Wales  . 


11.7 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1949. 

According  to  the  Registrar-General’s  Classification:  — 


Male. 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System...  4 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  .  0 

Influenza  .  1 

Cancer  of  Mouth  and  Oesophagus  ...  4 

Cancer  of  Uterus  .  0 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ...  5 

Cancer  of  Breast  .  0 

Cancer  of  All  Other  Sites  .  5 

Diabetes  .  0 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  .  12 

Heart  Diseases  .  24 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  1 

Bronchitis  .  1 

Pneumonia  .  3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  .  1 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  .  1 

Digestive  Diseases  . .  2 

Nephritis  .  0 

Premature  Birth  .  0 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth 
Injuries  and  Infantile  Diseases...  1 

Violent  Causes  .  3 

All  Other  Causes  .  4 


72 


Female. 

2 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1 

1 

9 

1 

16 

34 

3 

5 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 


T’tl. 

6 

1 

1 

4 

3 
6 
1 

14 

1 

28 

58 

4 
6 
6 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 


2  3 

3  6 

2  6 


88  160 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Review  of  the  5  Years,  1945-1949. 

1945.  1946.  1947.  1948.  1949. 

Number  of  Maternal  Deaths  ...  0  1  1  0  0 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and 
Still  Births),  Whitby  Urban 

District  <  .  0  4.27  4.29  0  0 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and 
Still  Births),  England  and 

Wales  .  1.79  1.43  1.17  1.02  0.98 

Average  rate  in  Whitby  Urban  District  for  the 

5  years  .  U87 
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NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY. 
Review  of  the  5  Years,  1945-1949. 


Number  of  deaths  of 

Infants 

1945. 

1946. 

1947. 

1948.  1949. 

under  1  year  . 

Rate  per  1,000  Live 

Births, 

8 

5 

10 

6 

5 

Whitby  Urban  District  . 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births, 

42 

22 

44 

27 

27 

England  &  Wales  . 

46 

43 

41 

34 

32 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis). 

Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  as  follows:  — 


Scarlet  Fever  .  15 

Whooping  Cough  .  4 

Measles  .  368 

Pneumonia  .  6 

Erysipelas  .  5 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  1 

Malaria  (contracted  abroad)  .  1 


PORT  MEDICAL  WORK. 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Harbour  Master  for  supplying 
the  following  information  of  merchant  shipping  using 
the  port  during  1949:  — 


Name  of 

Vessel.  Tonnage. 

“Fiducia”  ....  122 
“  Hollandia”  ...  82 

“  Alar  ”  .  133 

“Raycreek”  ...  91 

“  Arbroath  ”  ...  303 


Nationality. 

Foreign 

Foreign 

British 

British 

British 


Type. 

Steamship 
Steamship 
Steamship 
Motor  Vessel 
Motor  Vessel 


These  did  not  require  inspection  by  me. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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TUBERCULOSIS,  1949. 

During  the  year  7  males  and  2  females  were 
notified  as  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  2 
males  and  2  females  as  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

Seven  deaths,  4  males  and  3  females,  were  reported 
during  the  year. 


HOSPITALS. 

The  hospitals  in  Whitby  are  administered  by  the 
Scarborough,  Bridlington,  Malton  and  Whitby  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee:  — 

(1)  WAR  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL. 

A  General  Hospital  with  an  Outpatient  Depart¬ 
ment. 

(2)  ST.  HILDA’S  HOSPITAL. 

Specially  equipped  for  the  care  of  aged  sick. 

(3)  ESKDALE  HOSPITAL. 

This  hospital  ceased  to  be  used  as  an  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  on  30th  November,  1949,  and  is  to  be 
used  as  a  General  Hospital,  including  a  Maternitv 
Ward. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Consequent  on  the  change  of  use  of  the  Whitby 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  facilities  were  made  avail¬ 
able  for  the  admission  of  infectious  diseases  cases  from 
this  area  to  the  Scarborough  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital.  In  addition,  as  a  first  choice,  cases  may  be 
admitted  to  the  Guisborough  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  and  the  West  Lane  Isolation  Hospital, 
Middlesbrough. 


DISINFECTION. 

The  steam  disinfector  at  Eskdale  Hospital  remains 
available  for  public  health  purposes, 


LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  PROVIDED  IN  THE  AREA 
BY  THE  NORTH  RIDING  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


(a)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  are  held  at  Grape  Lane,  Whitby,  each  week  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  afternoons,  respectively. 

When  required,  patients  attending  these  clinics 
may  be  referred  to  the  following  special  clinics,  also 
held  at  Grape  Lane,  Whitby:  — 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic, 

Orthopaedic  Clinic, 

Dental  Clinic, 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic. 


(b)  Midwifery. 

The  Whitby  Urban  District  is  served  by  two 
whole-time  domiciliary  midwives:  — 

Nurse  B.  H.  Middleton,  2,  Baxtergate,  Whitby. 
Tel.  No.  379. 

Nurse  W.  Bretherick,  10b,  Well  Close  Square, 
Whitby.  Tel.  No.  963. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  is  available  for  any  patient 
who  desires  it. 

(c)  Health  Visiting. 

The  Health  Visitor  for  this  district  is  Nurse  H. 
Fisher.  Her  duties  include  the  visiting  of  homes  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of  young 
children,  persons  suffering  from  illness  and  expectant 
or  nursing  mothers,  and  as  to  the  measures  necessary 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

(d)  Home  Nursing. 

Nurse  S.  E.  M.  Toy,  of  7,  Normanby  Terrace, 
Whitby  (Tel.  No.  Whitby  773),  is  employed  by  the 
North  Riding  County  Council  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  persons  who  require  nursing  in  their  own 
homes.  When  required,  her  services  are  called  for  by 
the  family  doctor. 


(e)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  undertaken  by 
the  family  doctors.  During  the  year  under  review  the 
numbers  dealt  with  in  the  combined  area,  Whitby 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  were  as  follows:  — 


Immunisa¬ 

tions. 


Primary 

Vaccina¬ 

tions. 


Re- 

Vaccina- 

tions. 


Under  5  years  .  162  143  3 

5 — 14  years  .  14  3  3 

Over  15  years  .  0  9  39 


The  total  numbers  of  children  immunised  at  any 
time  up  to  the  31st  December,  1949,  were  as  follows:  — 


Under  5  years  .  839 

5 — 14  years  .  2,618 


(f)  Ambulance  Services. 

During  the  year  1949  two  ambulances  were  based 
in  Whitby,  one  operated  by  agency  arrangement  with 
the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  and  the  other  owned 
by  the  North  Riding  County  Council  and  operated  from 
the  former  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  Consequent 
on  the  change  of  use  of  this  Hospital,  and  following 
the  close  of  the  year  under  review,  the  North  Riding 
County  Council  ambulance  was  transferred  to  another 
area. 

Additional  cover  has  been  provided  from  time  to 
time  by  the  North  Riding  County  Council  Ambulance 
Stations  at  Scarborough  and  Redcar. 

In  the  case  of  long  distance  journeys,  ambulance 
transport  is  linked  with  suitable  trains  wherever 
possible.  It  is  possible  to  reserve  a  compartment  for  a 
recumbent  patient,  and  an  arrangement  is  also  made 
with  the  local  authority  of  the  area  to  which  the 
patient  is  travelling  for  an  ambulance  to  meet  the  train 
on  its  arrival. 

Sitting  cases  were  transported  by  the  Hospital  Car 
Service,  which  is  very  capably  organised  locally  by 
Miss  E.  F.  Bruce. 
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(g)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  section  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  the  North  Riding  County  Council 
encouraged  the  formation  of  a  Voluntary  Care  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  the  one  serving  Whitby  and  District  has 
been  in  existence  since  the  1st  November,  1948. 

The  functions  of  the  Committee  include  the 
provision  of  extra  nourishment,  medical  comforts, 
clothing  and  bedding,  etc.,  and  to  take  all  steps  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  persons  suffering  from  illness. 

Enquiries  and  requests  for  assistance  may  be  made 
to  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Whitby  and  District 
Voluntary  Care  Committee,  Mr.  K.  Birdsall,  District 
Health  Office,  Grape  Lane,  Whitby.  Tel.  No.  Whitby 
520. 


(h)  Domestic  Help  Service. 

Two  whole-time  domestic  helps  and  occasional 
part-time  helps  were  engaged  in  this  service  during  the 
year,  when  29  cases  in  the  Urban  District  received 
assistance. 

At  times  when  the  demand  exceeds  the  supply  of 
domestic  helps,  the  following  priority  is  given:  — 

(lj  To  women  having  home  confinement. 

(2)  To  persons  requiring  help  because  of  sickness 
or  pregnancy  of  the  housewife  or  her  absence 
in  hospital. 

(3)  To  other  cases  of  acute  illness,  particularly  of 
children,  where  there  is  a  number  of  healthy 
children  to  be  cared  for. 

(4)  To  aged  persons,  or  chronic  sick  persons  who 
are  unable  to  obtain  admission  to  hospital. 

Payment  for  the  service  of  a  domestic  help  depends 
on  income  and  necessary  expenses,  and  varies  from  a 
possible  full  rate  of  2/-  an  hour  to  a  free  service. 


(i)  Mental  Health  Services. 

The  Mental  Health  Services  are  administered 
direct  by  the  County  Council.  The  Duly  Authorised 
Officer  for  the  area  is  Mr.  T.  R.  Groves,  173,  Church 
Street,  Whitby.  Tel.  No.  Whitby  235. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

1 949. 

Public  Health  Department. 
The  Council  Offices, 

St.  Hilda’s  Terrace, 
Whitby. 
January,  1950. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  an  Annual 
Report  of  the  work  in  the  Sanitary  Department  for  the 
year  1949. 

Comments  on  the  various  activities  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  are  contained  under  the  various  headings. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  thanks 
to  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  the  Staff  of  both 
my  own  and  other  Council  Departments  for  the  help 
and  assistance  so  freely  given  to  me  at  all  times. 

I  am,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  EATOUGH,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing 
Superintendent. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 

Complaints  received  .  120 

Nuisances  found  .  120 

Nuisances  remedied  .  105 

Nuisances  outstanding,  31/12/49  .  15 

Informal  Nuisance  Notices  issued  .  98 

Statutory  Nuisance  Notices  served  .  9 

Informal  Notices  to  provide  dust  bins  .  29 

Statutory  Notices  to  provide  dust  bins  .  0 

Water  Sampling:  — 

Bacteriological  .  7 

Chemical  .  5 

Works  in  Progress — Housing  and  Public  Health 

(Re-visits)  .  189 

Spital  Bridge  Depot  and  Garage  .  76 

Refuse  Disposal  Plant  and  Salvage  Warehouse  ...  97 

Public  Conveniences  .  100 

Nuisances  .  64 

Housing  Acts :  — 

Housing  Areas  .  133 

Re-housing  Work  .  491 

Council  Houses  for  Special  Report  .  12 

Interviews  with  Owners  re  Repairs,  etc .  19 

Drainage  Work  (Testing,  Works  in  Progress,  New 

Installations)  .  89 

Pail  Closet  Conversions  .  19 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  .  10 

Unsound  Food  .  30 

Food  Preparing  Premises  .  9 

Cafe  Kitchens  .  13 

Bakehouses  .  4 

Ice  Cream  Premises  .  34 

Ice  Cream  Samples  .  1 

Dairies  .  7 

Fish  Shops  (Wet  and  Fried)  .  6 

Shops  .  4 

Meat  Depot  .  6 

Occasional  Slaughter  .  2 

Butchers’  Shops  .  1 

Stainsacre  Tip  .  2  * 

Disinfestation  .  22 

Infectious  Disease  .  4 

Theatres,  Cinemas  .  8 

Cowsheds  .  6 


Factories :  — 

Non-Power  . 

Power  . 

Smoke  Nuisances  . 

Caravan  Sites  . 

Water  Waste  . 

Miscellaneous  Visits  and  Inspections 


13 

13 
1 

14 
3 

77 


Total  of  Visits  and  Re-Visits  .  1591 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  and  distribution  of  water  is  in  the 
hands  of  a  private  company,  and  during  the  year  no 
complaints  of  shortage  have  reached  the  Department. 
It  has  been  found,  however,  that  in  some  instances 
where  additional  fittings  have  been  connected  to 
service  pipes  over  the  years  that  these  service  pipes 
have  not  been  of  sufficient  size  to  cope  with  the  “  pull.” 
The  Water  Company  have,  immediately  on  receipt  of 
notification  to  this  effect,  instituted  remedial  measures. 
At  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  due  to  the  abnormally 
dry  summer,  restrictions  on  excessive  and  wasteful  use 
of  water  were  put  in  force  for  a  short  time. 

Four  Bacteriological  and  two  Chemical  samples  of 
the  Public  Water  Supply  were  obtained  and  submitted 
for  testing.  One  of  the  Bacteriological  samples  gave  a 
“  Suspicious  ”  result,  otherwise  all  were  satisfactory. 

Chlorination  of  the  supply  takes  place  in  a  propor¬ 
tion  of  0.25  parts  per  million. 

From  figures  supplied  by  the  Water  Company  the 
total  consumption  of  water  in  1949  was  170,351,000 
gallons,  and  averaged  27  gallons  per  head  per  day 
domestic,  and  4  gallons  per  head  per  day  trade. 

No  figures  are  available  as  to  the  number  of  houses 
with  water  supplies  inside  the  premises,  but  it  is  known 
that  there  are  quite  a  number  which  obtain  supplies 
from  stand  pipes  within  the  yards,  and  in  common  use. 
Apart  from  the  hardship  caused  on  the  users, 
particularly  older  people  in  bad  weather,  the  possi¬ 
bilities  of  the  fouling  by  dogs  of  these  taps  is  not  one 
to  be  overlooked. 


SEWERS  AND  DRAINS. 


The  whole  of  the  Area  is  served  by  an  adequate 
sewerage  system  with  disposal  to  sea  or  in  tidal  waters. 
A  small  disposal  works  deals  with  sewage  from  the 
Briggswath  Area.  A  few  of  the  yards  are  still  without 
adequate  drainage. 

Apart  from  farms  not  within  the  sewered  area, 
there  are  some  72  pail  closets  and  privy  middens,  19 
of  which  are  not  convertible  to  water  closets. 

Eight  water  closets  have  been  provided  in  lieu  of 
pail  closets  and  seven  additional  water  closets  have 
been  provided. 

There  are  now  4,812  water  closets  in  the  Area. 

Sewer  extensions:  — 

Miller’s  Yard. 

Abbeville  Avenue  Estate. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  Esk  is  tidal  to  the  Mill  Dam  at  Ruswarp,  and 
consequently  any  pollution  to  this  point  is  assumed  to 
be  cleared  by  the  tides.  It  is  obvious,  however,  that 
there  is  a  good  quantity  of  foul  matter  left  when  the 
tide  recedes,  and  the  mud  banks  at  low  tide  in  hot 
weather  have  a  very  unpleasant  smell. 

Pollution  above  the  point  of  the  Dam  is  negligible, 
and  in  the  main  is  discovered  to  be  inefficient  septic 
tanks;  a  cause  easily  remedied.  Trouble  of  this  kind 
has  been  experienced  during  the  year  at  Water  Lane, 
Ruswarp.  Unfortunately,  due  to  the  low-lying  nature 
of  the  land  the  septic  tanks  can  never  be  fully  efficient, 
and  the  only  alternative  would  seem  to  be  piping  away 
the  effluent  until  tidal  water  is  reached. 

SHOPS. 

Being  the  shopping  centre  for  the  surrounding 
district,  and  a  holiday  resort,  the  town  has  a  high 
proportion  of  shops. 

There  has  been  no  cause  for  any  action  under 
Section  10  of  the  Shops  Act,  but  a  comprehensive 
survey  and  recording  is  required  before  it  can  be  said 
that  all  is  well. 


CAMPING  SITES. 


Five  Camping  Sites  have  been  under  licence  this 
year,  none  of  which  reaches  the  ideal  insofar  as  Public 
Health  matters  are  concerned.  Camping  is  an 
extremely  healthful  type  of  holiday,  and  this,  allied 
with  its  cheapness,  makes  it  very  popular.  Unfortun¬ 
ately,  it  attracts  the  “  tourist  ”  type  of  camper  who,  as 
he  stays  for  only  one  or  two  nights,  tends  to  have  very 
untidy  habits,  and  the  licence-holder  has  great  diffi¬ 
culty  in  keeping  his  site  in  good  order.  In  addition, 
the  amazing  contraptions  which  are  more  or  less 
permanent  habitations  on  these  sites  despoil  the 
countryside  in  no  uncertain  manner. 

In  order  to  get  uniformity  of  action,  and  the 
institution  of  Byelaws  and  Regulations  of  a  standard 
type,  Urban  and  Rural  Authorities  have  banded 
together  with  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Authority.  As  a  result  of  their  deliberations,  a  special 
and  detailed  report  is  in  course  of  preparation,  which 
when  finally  adopted  should  do  much  to  improve 
Camping  over  the  whole  Area. 

Fourteen  visits  and  inspections  to  Camping  Sites 
have  been  made. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 


There  are  no  Offensive  Trades  registered  within 
the  Area. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  OR  POOLS. 

An  open-air  swimming  pool  is  available  on  the 
West  Cliff,  and  has  been  very  popular  during  the 
summer.  A  continuous  filtration  and  chlorination 
plant  is  in  operation,  and  samples  of  water,  both 
chemical  and  bacteriological,  have  proved  satisfactory. 
On  frequent  occasions  tests  by  the  Lovibond  Com¬ 
parator  for  chlorine  content  were  made  with  satis¬ 
factory  results. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  year  investigation  of  cases  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease  was  brought  within  the  Department, 
though  the  disinfection  of  rooms  is  still  carried  out  by 
the  Hospital  Authorities.  Four  cases  have  been 
investigated  since  the  introduction  of  this  work. 

Library  books  from  premises  in  which  cases  have 
occurred  are  disinfected  before  being  returned  for 
circulation. 

Disinfectant  is  distributed  free  of  charge  from  New 
Quay  Conveniences,  and  during  the  year  some  120 
gallons  have  been  supplied. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  facilities  provided  are  more  than  ample  for  the 
ordinary  use  of  residents,  but  are  subject  to  consider¬ 
able  strain  during  the  holiday  periods.  At  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  a  special  report  was  submitted  out¬ 
lining  these  shortcomings  and  suggesting  means  of 
improving  the  services.  It  is  hoped  that  this  Report 
will  be  implemented  and  some,  if  not  all,  of  the 
suggestions  made  carried  out  in  the  near  future. 


FACTORIES. 

The  factories,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  do  not 
employ  much  labour,  and  the  need  for  light  industry 
to  provide  male  employment  is  obvious. 

Regular  visits  are  paid  to  these  premises,  and  one 
complaint  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  has  been 
remedied  immediately  on  notification. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

This  is  one  of  the  Department’s  minor  worries,  and 
the  one  premises  which  has  given  rise  to  much  com¬ 
plaint  in  the  past  has  given  no  cause  for  complaint  for 
a  long  time.  This  has  been  due  in  no  small  measure 
to  the  excellent  advisory  service,  given  in  a  practical 
manner  by  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power,  and,  to  a 
lesser  degree,  the  improved  quality  of  fuel  now 
available. 
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VERMIN  INFESTATION. 


The  amount  of  bed-bug  and  flea  infestation  coming 
to  the  notice  of  the  Department  is  singularly  small, 
and  where  cases  are  found,  spraying  with  solutions  of 
D.D.T.  or  Gammexane  have  proved  very  effective. 

Where  it  is  either  known  or  suspected  that  houses 
are  infested  and  the  tenants  are  to  be  moved  into 
Council  houses,  precautionary  measures  by  way  of 
steam  treatment  of  bedding  and  soft  furnishings  takes 
place  before  removal,  and  the  new  house  is  subjected 
to  generated  Gammexane.  No  cases  of  re-infestation 
of  the  new  house  has  been  reported  after  these 
measures.  Cockroaches  constitute  a  major  problem, 
and  many  houses  are  found  to  be  infested.  Where  the 
services  of  the  Department  are  required  D.D.T.  has 
proved  effective;  in  other  cases  occupiers  are  advised 
to  employ  a  known  make  of  insecticide  containing  5% 
D.D.T.  The  demolition  of  all  derelict  property  will  go 
a  long  way  to  eradicate  this  problem,  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  a  start  is  to  be  made  shortly. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 


A  trained  Rodent  Operator  is  employed  by  the 
Council,  and  his  services  are  available  free  to  house¬ 
holders  and,  at  a  small  charge,  to  owners  or  occupiers 
of  business  premises. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  town’s  sewers 
were  carried  out,  but  little  infestation  was  found. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  efficacy  of  this  work  does 
much  to  prevent  surface  infestation. 

Some  15  complaints  have  been  received  and  dealt 
with  by  the  Operator. 

The  remarks  previously  made  in  relation  to  the 
demolition  of  derelict  buildings  apply  equally  in  the 
case  of  rodent  infestation,  particularly  mice,  of  which 
many  major  infestations  appear  in  the  older  parts  of 
the  town,  the  true  danger  of  which  from  a  food 
contamination  point  of  view  has  never  been  truly 
assessed. 
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HOUSING. 

During  the  year  some  50  additional  houses  have 
been  completed,  40  by  the  Council  and  10  by  private 
enterprise. 

This  is  a  meagre  contribution  to  the  requirements 
of  the  district,  where  a  waiting  list  of  482  was  shown 
when  applications  were  reviewed  during  the  year. 

The  Department  has  undertaken  a  survey  of 
applicants,  and  to  the  end  of  the  year  some  232  had 
been  visited,  with  the  following  tabulated  result :  — 

ANALYSIS  OF  HOUSING  APPLICATIONS. 


1.  Living  in  rooms  or  as  Lodgers  with  Parents  ...  7 

2.  Living  in  rooms  or  as  Lodgers  with  Parents 

and  overcrowded — Housing  Act  Standard  ...  12 

3.  Living  in  rooms  or  as  Lodgers  with  Parents 

and  overcrowded — Bedroom  Standard  .  29 

4.  Living  in  rooms  or  as  Lodgers  with  Others  ...  2 

5.  Living  in  rooms  or  as  Lodgers  with  Others 

and  overcrowded — Housing  Act  Standard  ...  1 

6.  Living  in  rooms  or  as  Lodgers  with  Others  and 

overcrowded — Bedroom  Standard  .  2 

7.  Living  in  House  or  Self-contained  Flat  .  112 

8.  Living  in  House  or  Self-contained  Flat  and 

overcrowded — Housing  Act  Standard  .  11 

9.  Living  in  House  or  Self-contained  Flat  and 

overcrowded — Bedroom  Standard  .  50 

10.  Any  in  above  categories  with  House  in  GOOD 

condition  .  66 

11.  Any  in  above  categories  with  House  in  FAIR 

condition  . 82 

12.  Any  in  above  categories  with  House  in  BAD 

condition  . 78 

13.  Unmarried  Applicant  .  1 

14.  Furnished  accommodation  .  3 

15.  Now  living  out  of  District  .  2 


These  figures  are  revealing  and  give  some  idea  of 
the  type  of  housing  demand. 

When  it  is  seen  that  53  of  these  applicants  have 
not  a  house  of  their  own,  and  160  of  the  total  surveyed 
are  in  houses  in  only  a  fair  or  in  bad  condition,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  that  the  demand  for  new  houses 
in  the  town  is  one  of  first-class  importance.  The  over¬ 
crowding  figure  is  also  one  of  note  in  that  it  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  high,  both  on  Housing  Act  Standards  and 
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Bedroom  Standard,  and  I  am  sure  there  is  no  need  to 
emphasise  the  ill  wrought  by  reason  of  persons  being 
compelled  to  exist  under  either  of  these  conditions. 

Two  Areas  have  been  surveyed  in  preparation  for 
Clearance  Procedure  under  the  Housing  Act  when  the 
time  is  opportune,  and  further  Areas  are  under  survey. 

Four  houses  were  dealt  with  under  Sections  11  and 
12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  two  were  voluntarily 
closed  by  the  owner. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  whole  Area  is  amply  supplied  by  a  regular 
collection  service,  which  is  invariably  of  seven-day 
frequency.  Twice  weekly  collections  are  made  in  some 
parts  of  the  town  to  ease  the  burden  of  arduous 
“  carries,”  particularly  in  the  Church  Street  area,  where 
the  tremendous  amount  of  steps  make  the  work  very 
strenuous. 

Three  S.  &  D.  refuse  collecting  vehicles  are 
employed  with  eight  men,  the  vehicles  having  a 
carrying  capacity  of  21  cubic  yards.  During  the  year 
an  extra  permanent  man  was  engaged,  and  a  vehicle 
replaced,  making  9  men  and  a  vehicle  carrying 
capacity  of  25|  cubic  yards.  During  the  holiday 
season  supplementary  staff  are  engaged  to  deal  with 
the  extra  refuse. 

There  are  no  suitable  facilities  for  weighing  refuse, 
and  I  have  doubts  as  to  whether  test  weighing  is  a 
suitable  method  of  assessing  the  amount  of  refuse 
dealt  with.  About  350  cubic  yards  are  collected 
weekly  in  some  45  to  55  loads. 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  by  mechanical  separation  and 
incineration  of  tailings  in  a  modern  plant  at  Spital 
Bridge.  Separated  materials  are  sold  as  salvage  or 
for  agricultural  use.  Five  men,  including  a  vehicle 
driver,  are  employed  on  this  work. 

A  full-time  mechanic  is  employed  on  vehicle  and 
plant  maintenance. 

Household  refuse  from  the  nearer  parts  of  the 
Rural  District  is  treated  at  the  plant  at  a  fixed  charge, 
and  some  125^  loads  of  7  cubic  yard  capacity  have  been 
treated.  In  addition,  local  traders  brought  in  some 
340  loads  for  disposal. 


An  emergency  tip  is  available  at  Stainsacre  lor 
unsaleable  screenings.  Complaints  of  flies  were 
received  from  the  nearby  Hospital,  and  a  fresh  site  for 
this  work  will  be  in  operation  shortly. 

Protective  clothing  is  provided  in  the  way  of  boiler 
suits  and  water-proofed  jackets  and  leggings  as  need 
arises.  A  wide  field  is  open  to  investigators  to  find  the 
ideal  clothing  to  suit  this  purpose  and  a  pooling  of  ideas 
on  this  matter  is  overdue. 


SALVAGE. 

The  falling  off  in  demand  for  materials  salvaged 
from  refuse  has  been  a  great  blow,  and  the  income 
from  this  source  has  fallen  much  below  the  expected 
target,  whilst  the  weight  has  maintained  an  equable 
figure.  The  blow  has  been  much  harder  to  bear  by 
reason  of  the  statements  made  from  supposed  well- 
informed  quarters  during  the  war  years  that  the  work 
would  never  be  allowed  to  lapse  into  its  pre-war  status. 

Details  of  materials  recovered  and  sold :  — 


Material. 

Weight. 

Value. 

Bonus. 

T. 

c. 

q- 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£  s.  ( 

Paper  . 

93 

0 

1 

556 

16 

9 

40  7 

Textiles  . 

3 

9 

3 

56 

16 

0 

Bones  . 

7 

8 

1 

48 

2 

2 

Kitchen  Waste  . 

60 

9 

2 

137 

19 

2 

28  5 

Scrap  Iron  . 

23 

3 

0 

51 

18 

4 

Baled  Tins  . 

120 

12 

0 

257 

12 

4 

Bottles  and  Jars 

(2,131  dozen)  . 

67 

1 

3 

Cullet  . 

33 

10 

2 

64 

1 

0 

Cinders  . 

124 

16 

1 

90 

3 

7 

Screenings  . 

619 

10 

0 

61 

15 

0 

Clinker  . 

290 

10 

0 

34 

2 

0 

Miscellaneous  Sales 

4 

7 

1 

Totals  ...  1,376  9  2  £1,430  14  8  £68  13  3 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 


MILK. 

As  envisaged  in  my  Report  for  1948  the  operative 
date  for  the  new  milk  legislation  was  fixed  for  October 
1st,  and  on  that  date  the  supervision  of  milk  pro¬ 
duction  left  the  hands  of  Local  Authorities.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  watch  what  progress  is  made  with  the 
radical  changes  made. 

Local  Authorities  are  now  responsible  for  the 
supervision  of  milk  distribution  only  and  for  dairies 
not  being  dairies  attached  to  a  dairy  farm. 

New  registrations  were  affected,  and  some  25 
Distributors  and  5  dairy  premises  now  appear  on  the 
register.  In  addition,  2  premises  are  licensed  under 
the  Designated  Milk  Regulations  and  some  21  distri¬ 
butors  are  licensed  to  sell  Designated  Milk. 

No  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  either 
methylene  blue  or  biological  examination,  due  to  the 
difficulty  of  transport  to  a  suitable  laboratory 
Arrangements  are  being  made,  however,  which  will 
lessen  these  difficulties  and  next  year  should  see 
regular  routine  sampling. 

It  is  understood  that  regular  samples  are  taken 
under  the  National  Milk  Testing  Scheme  by  their 
officers,  and  as  no  complaints  were  received  it  is 
assumed  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk  supply  is  good. 


MEAT. 

With  the  exception  of  cottagers’  pigs,  no  slaughter¬ 
ing  of  food  animals  takes  place  within  the  district. 
Fresh  meat  supplies  are  obtained  from  Scarborough 
and  distributed  from  a  local  Allocation  Depot.  This  is 
not  a  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  and  approach  is  to  be 
made  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  a  review  of  the 
position. 

The  complaint  of  last  year  regarding  the  type  of 
transport  van  used  for  meat  has  been  followed  up,  and 
it  is  good  to  report  a  new  container  is  on  order,  and 
will  shortly  be  in  service. 
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ICE  CREAM. 

Some  improvements  have  taken  place  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  this  commodity  in  an  effort  to  comply  with 
the  Regulations,  but  in  few  instances  has  complete 
compliance  taken  place.  It  would  appear  that 
sufficient  time  has  now  elapsed  to  enable  manufacturers 
to  obtain  suitable  equipment,  and  forceful  action  will 
be  taken  during  the  next  year  against  defaulters. 

No  sampling  of  ice  cream  was  carried  out,  due  to 
the  difficulties  of  laboratory  service,  and,  as  with  milk, 
the  new  arrangements  made  should  improve  the 
position. 


OTHER  FOODS. 

Routine  inspections  of  retail  food  shops  and  food 
preparing  premises  were  carried  out,  and  much  useful 
work  in  the  propagation  of  elementary  food  hygiene 
was  done.  One  is  amazed  at  the  lack  of  knowledge  in 
hygienic  methods  of  food  handling  displayed  by 
persons  employed.  Educative  methods  seem  to  bear 
most  fruit  in  this  direction,  but  a  lot  of  work  will  have 
to  be  put  in  before  success  is  achieved.  Generally 
speaking,  it  seems  that  the  rooms  used  for  the  handling 
and  preparation  of  food  are  always  sited  out  of  the 
way,  and  I  would  like  to  see  more  of  these  places  open 
to  the  public  eye  when  the  hygiene-conscious  owner 
can  display  his  methods  to  advantage. 

Model  Food  Handling  Bye-laws  were  issued  to 
Local  Authorities,  and,  to  my  mind,  left  much  to  be 
desired  if  a  high  standard  has  to  be  reached.  As 
requested,  in  order  to  obtain  speed  in  confirmation,  the 
Council  adopted  the  Model  in  its  entirety  and  without 
addition. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD. 


Condemned  Food. 


Jars  or 

Packets. 

Canned  Foods. 

Cans. 

Bottles. 

or  Boxes. 

Fruit  . 

...  45 

2 

10 

Vegetables  . 

...  349 

Milk  . 

...  280 

Meat  . 

...  48 

Soup  . 

...  34 

Fish  . . 

...  61 

Jam  and  Marmalade...  6 


Syrup  .  5 


Dry  Goods  and  Cereals. 

Cheese  . 

Date  Pudding  .  1 

Creaming  Compound 


1 

12  lb. 


Fish  (Wet). 

53  lbs. 


Meat. 

149  lbs. 


